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EDIMBURGH

Edinburgh is the capital city of S
held since 1437. It is the second |

Glasgow. The City of Edinburgh Council is one of Scotland's

32 local government council areas.

Located in the south-east of Scotland, Edinburgh lies on the

cotland, a position it has
argest Scottish city, after

east coast of the Central Belt, along the Firth of Forth, near *

the North Sea. Owing to its rugged

of Medieval and Georgian architecture, including numerous

setting and vast collection

stone tenements, it is often considered one of the most ; ,'" 0y g

picturesque cities in Europe.
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electing seven MSPs. The most
May 2007.

)ttish Parliament is the devolved national, unicameral
e of Scotland, located in the Holyrood area of the capital
h. The Parliament, informally referred to as "Holyrood", is
ratically elected body comprising 129 members known as

of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs). Members are elected
-year terms under the mixed member proportional

representation system. As a result, 73 MSPs represent individual

nical constituencies elected by the plurality ("first past the
6 returned from eight additional member regions, each
recent general election to the Parliament was held on 3

The University of Edinburgh founded in 1582, is an

internati

establish
universit

world's t
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bnally renowned centre for teaching and research in

Edinburgh, Scotland, UK. It is the sixth university to be

ed in the British Isles, making it one of the ancient
es of the United Kingdom. The university is amongst the

most prestigious in the world and is consistently placed in the

op 25 in many rankings.

gh Castle is an ancient stronghold which dominates the
of the city of Edinburgh from its position atop the volcanic
bck. Human habitation of the site is dated back as far as
century BC, although the nature of early settlement is
There has been a royal Castle here since at least the
David I in the 12th century, and the site continued to be a

royal residence until the Union of the Crowns in 1603. As one of

the most important fortresses in the Kingdom of Scotland,

Edinburgh Castle has been invol
Independence in the 14th cen

ved in many historical conflicts, from the Wars of Scottish
tury, up to the Jacobite Rising of 1745, and has been
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besieged, both successfully and
century, the Castle became a
historic monument was recog
programmes have been carried
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unsuccessfully, on several occasions. From the later 17th
military base, with a large garrison. Its importance as a
nised from the 19th century, and various restoration
put since.

The Heart of Midlothian is a heart-shaped mosaic built into the
pavement near the West Door of St Giles High Kirk on the Royal
Mile (the High Street in this section) in Edinburgh, not far from

garden parties and official ceren
owns) for her annual two-month

Parliame
and now

nt House, which was the former Parliament of Scotland,
the site of the Court of Session and Signet Library.

Holyrood Abbey is a ruined Augustinian Abbey in Edinburgh,

Scotland.
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The abbey (which is sited in the grounds of the Royal
f Holyroodhouse, which it predates) was built in 1128 at
of King David I of Scotland.

St. Giles'
al or the High Kirk of Edinburgh is a Church of Scotland
worship decorating the midpoint of the Royal Mile with its
stinctive hollow-crown tower. The church has been one of
h's religious focal points for approximately 900 vyears.
is sometimes regarded as the mother church of
rianism.

inent feature of the Edinburgh skyline,

ace of Holyroodhouse is the official (government-
residence of the Monarch of the United Kingdom in
Founded as a monastery by David I, King of Scots in
has served as the principal residence of the Kings and
Df Scots since the 15th century. The Palace stands at the
of the Royal Mile in Edinburgh, the opposite end to
h Castle. Queen Elizabeth II spends one week in
> at Holyrood at the beginning of each summer, to host
nonies. She then continues to Balmoral Castle (which she
summer holiday.

yal Museum is the old name for part of the National
of Scotland, one of Scotland's national museums, on
s Street, in Edinburgh. The Royal Museum began in the
tury and was added to in the 1990s when a new building
s The Museum of Scotland was added on. Both names
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became defunct in 2007 when tk

St Andrew's and St George's
congregation of the Church of
First New Town of Edinburgh an
of Edinburgh.

The Museum of Scotland is a

Princes
Edinburg

ey were merged into The National Museum of Scotland.

Street is one of the major thoroughfares in central
h, Scotland, and its main shopping street. It is the

southernmost street of Edinburgh's New Town, stretching around

1 mile (
the east

transport

the sout
and the \

.6 km) from Lothian Road in the west to Leith Street in
The street is mostly closed to private cars, with public
given priority. The street has virtually no buildings on
n side, allowing views of the Old Town, Edinburgh Castle,
alley between.

The Balmoral is a luxury five-star hotel and landmark in

Edinburg
late 198(
Princes ¢
Castle ro

h, Scotland, known as the North British Hotel until the
Ds. It is located in the heart of the city at the east end of
street, the main shopping street beneath the Edinburgh
ck, and the southern edge of the New Town.

Church serves Edinburgh's New Town, in Scotland. It is a
Scotland. The parish today constitutes the whole of the
d a small part of the early 19th century Second New Town

The National Gallery of Scotland, in Edinburgh, is the national

art galle
on The

Street G
Henry PI

'y of Scotland. An elaborate neoclassical edifice, it stands
Mound, between the two sections of Edinburgh's Princes
ardens. The building, which was designed by William
ayfair, first opened to the public in 1859.

The Scott Monument is a Victorian Gothic monument to Scottish

author S
Monume
opposite
to Edinbt

ir Walter Scott (not to be confused with the National
nt). It stands in Princes Street Gardens in Edinburgh,
the Jenners department store on Princes Street and near
iIrgh Waverley Railway Station.

building which, together with the adjacent Royal Museum,

comprises the National Museum of Scotland. It is dedicated to the history, people and

culture of Scotland. The museun
the National Museums of Scot
collections from the National Mt
the Royal Museum, the museum

n is on Chambers Street, in central Edinburgh. It is part of
and. Admission is free. Opened in 1998, incorporating
iseum of Antiquities of Scotland and Scottish items from
possesses a distinctive look.
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INFORMATION

The Royal Society of Edinburgh is Scotland's national academy
of science and letters. The membership consists of over 1400
peer-elected fellows, who are known as Fellows of the Royal

Society
annual g
entrepre
promote

Edinbur

pf Edinburgh, denoted FRSE in official titles. It provides
rants totalling over half a million pounds for research and
neurship. The Society organises public lectures and
5 the sciences in schools throughout Scotland.

gh Park is a business park located in South Gyle,

Edinburgh, Scotland. It is located to the west of the city, near
Edinburgh Airport and the Edinburgh City Bypass. The layout of

the park
and it o

was masterplanned by American architect Richard Meier,
pened in 1995. Edinburgh Park railway station, which is

located on the Glasgow to Edinburgh via Falkirk Line, opened in

December 2003,

Network

Tourism Office of Edimburgh

3 rue Princes
EH2 2QP Edinburgh

and it is planned that the Edinburgh Tram
will pass through the park.
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