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Djemaa el Fna (Arabic: ءانفلا عماج jâmiʻ al-fanâʻ): square and 
market place in Marrakesh's medina quarter (old city). The origin 
of its name: it means Assembly of the dead in Arabic, but as the 
word djemaa also means mosque in Arabic, it could also mean 
place of the vanished mosque, in reference to a destroyed 
Almoravid mosque. 

  

  

The Ben Youssef Madrasa: an Islamic college in Marrakech and 
was named after the amoravid sultan Ali ibn Yusuf (reigned 1106–
1142), who expanded the city and its influence considerably. The 
college was founded during the period of the Marinid (14th 
century) by the Marinid sultan Abu al-Hassan and allied to the 
neighbouring Ben Yousssef Mosque. The building of the madrasa, 
as it is now, was (re-)constructed by the Saadian Sultan Abdallah 
al-Ghalib (1557–1574). It is the largest Medrasa in all of Morocco. 

In 1565 the works ordered by Abdallah al-Ghalib were finished, as confirmed by the 
inscription in the prayer room. Its 130 student dormitory cells cluster around a courtyard 
richly carved in cedar, marble and stucco. The carvings contain no representation of 
humans or animals as required by Islam, and consist entirely of inscriptions and 
geometric patterns. This madrasa was one of the largest theological colleges in North 
Africa and may have housed as many as 900 students. One of its best known teachers 
was Mohammed al-Ifrani (1670-1745). Closed down in 1960, the building was refurbished 

and reopened to the public as an historical site in 1982. 

The Almoravid Koubba or Koubba Ba'adi is a small Almoravid 
building from the 11th century in Marrakech. The Almoravid 
Koubba is next to the museum of Marrakech and about 40 

MARRAKECH 

Marrakech or Marrakesh (Amazigh: Murakush, Arabic شكارم 
Murrākush), known as the "Red City", is an important and 
former imperial city in Morocco. It has a population of 
1,070,838 (2004), and is the capital of the mid-southwestern 
economic region of Marrakech-Tensift-Al Haouz, near the 
foothills of the snow-capped Atlas Mountains. 

Marrakech comprises both an old fortified city (the médina) 
and an adjacent modern city (called Gueliz). Marrakech is the 
third largest city in Morocco after Casablanca and Rabat. 

Marrakech has the largest traditional market (souk) in 
Morocco and also has one of the busiest squares in Africa and 
the world, Djemaa el Fna. The square bustles with acrobats, 
story-tellers, water sellers, dancers, and musicians. By night, 
the square turns into food stalls, becoming a huge open-air 
restaurant with busy life. 
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meters south of the mosque of Ben Youssef. It is the only remaining example of 
Almoravid architecture in Marrakech. It was built in 1117, was restructured in the 
sixteenth and nineteenth century, was rediscovered in 1948 and excavated in 1952, after 

having being buried beneath one of the outbuildings of the Ben 
Youssef Mosque. 

The Saadian tombs in Marrakech date back from the time of 
the sultan Ahmad al-Mansur (1578-1603). The tombs were only 
recently discovered (in 1917) and were restored by the Beaux-arts 
service. The tombs have, because of the beauty of their 
decoration, been a major attraction for visitors of Marrakech. 

 

The Shrob or shouf fountain (also spelled Chrob ou chouf) is situated in the medina of 
Marrakech not far from the Ben Youssef Medrassa. The fountain has been built during the 
reign of the Saadian sultan Ahmad al-Mansur (1578-1603). Its crown is made of wood in 
the form of a honey comb. The whole is covered by a roof with green tiles. The inscription 
on the lintel is an Andalousian inscription similar to the one on the Mouassine fountain. 

One of the inscriptions invites the passers by to drink and look (in 
Arab: shrob ou shouf). 

The Koutoubia Mosque (Arabic: ةيبتكلا عماج ) is the largest 
mosque in Marrakech, Morocco. The minaret was completed under 
the reign of the Almohad Caliph Yaqub al-Mansur (1184-1199) and 
was used as the model for the Giralda of Seville and for the 
Hassan Tower of Rabat. 

  

  

INFORMATION 

Office du Tourisme 

MARRAKECH 
Abdelmoumen Ben Ali Place  
Tél : 44 43 61 31 
Fax : 44 43 60 57  


