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VIENNA

Vienna is the capital of the Republic of
Austria. It is by far the largest city in Austria,
as well as its cultural, economic, and political
centre. As the former home of the Habsburg
court and its various empires, the city still has
the trappings of the imperial capital it once
was, and the historic city centre is inscribed on
the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Traditional Vienna is one of the many facades
of this city, the downtown area of which is a
UNESCO world heritage site and is sometimes
compared to an open air museum. But Vienna
is also a dynamic young city, famous for its
(electronic) music scene with independent
labels, cult-status underground record stores,
a vibrant club scene, multitudes of street
performers.

Vienna is also famous for its coffee culture.
"Let's have a coffee" is a very commonly heard
phrase, because despite incursions by
Starbucks and Italian-style espresso bars, the
Kaffeehauskultur is still the traditional way to
drink a cup of coffee, read the newspaper,
meet friends, or fall in love.

. The Belvedere. Intended as a summer residence for Prince
Eugene of Savoy, the Belvedere was located outside the city walls.
Its two palace segments, the Upper and Lower Belvedere, later
became the permanent home of the Austrian Gallery. The
Oberes | Belvedere (Upper) contains recent Austrian and
international art from the past two centuries. Viennese art from
the early twentieth century is well-represented in the permanent
collection "Vienna around 1900 and the Art of the Classical
Modern." The Orangerie houses temporary exhibits and a collection of medieval
tapestries.

The Kunsthistorisches Museum (Museum of Art History) is one
of the premier museums of fine arts and decorative arts in the
world. The term Kunsthistorisches Museum applies to both the
institution and the main building. It was opened in 1891 at the
same time as the Naturhistorisches Museum, by Emperor
Franz Joseph I of Austria-Hungary. The two museums have
identical exteriors and face each other across Maria-Theresien-
Platz. The facade was built of sandstone. The building is
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